
 



 
 

Common Exception Words 
 
Your child needs to know how to read and write all of these Common Exception Words by 
the end of year 2. Common Exception Words (CEW) are words that are difficult to spell 
phonetically, so children need to learn them by sight instead. You may also hear your child 
refer to them as red words or say “It’s hard to Fred a red” as these are the phrases we use 
in school to remind them that they can’t sound the word out easily. 

The words highlighted in pink are the words to learn this half term. We will highlight more 
as the year progresses. There is a separate sheet with the words larger to use. I have also 
included the Year 1 CEW in case they need a reminder,  
 
 Please can you: 

1. Read these words with your child so they can sight read them. 
2. Discuss what each word means. 
3. Teach your child how to spell each of the words.  

 
Possible activities once they have learnt how to read and write the words; 

• Put the words into sentences  
• Make a word search with the words 
• Make a sight word memory game (matching pairs, Kim’s game) 

• Play word bingo with the words.  


