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	Corbridge C of E First School
Spiritual Development Policy


Our Vision ‘be the best you can be’ based on Peter 5:7
Foreword

Corbridge First School is a Church of England school which embodies the Christian faith and values in all that we do. There is a greater emphasis throughout the curriculum towards Christianity and we strive to be the best we can be. Inherent within this is explicit support for the aims and structure of the Anglican Church. We: 

· Welcome all children with respect and care.

· Distinguish ourselves in the ways we promote our school values of truth, respect, friendship, thoughtfullness and forgiveness. 

· Allow holisitic development to flourish and we give high priority to our whole schgool family. 
· Promote an enriched understanding of the Christian faith through our approach to Worship, RE and PSHE. 

· Adopt an inclusive approach and promote respect for all world faiths.
· Cherish a love of learning and encourage our children to make positive contributions to our school, the local area, wider sociiety and beyond. 

Aims

We believe spiritual development is about developing:
· A sense of self-worth stemming from the recognition that they are created in the image of God.

· A sense of being in relationship with others and a growing understanding of what it means to belong to a community.

· An involvement with others in the wider world and an appreciation of difference and diversity.

· A response to the distinctive ethos of a Church school and the content, language and symbolism of the Christian faith as a way of understanding our meaning and purpose in life.

· A willingness to explore Christian beliefs and values through a knowledge of Bible stories and Christian teaching in order that these might become a firm foundation for life.

· The ability to reflect upon experiences of awe, compassion, beauty etc.
· The ability to realize that experiences of disappointment, failure and loss can be occasions for spiritual growth and development

· A capacity to value the natural world and a commitment to care for creation

· A willingness to explore the ultimate questions and mysteries of life.

Our Approaches to Spiritual Development 
In our school we seek to find ways in which all areas of the curriculum can contribute to children’s spiritual development and to highlight opportunities for these in our planning.
· We seek to foster spiritual capacities, e.g. imagination, insight and empathy.
· We allow children the opportunity to explore and express feelings and emotions.
· We provide opportunities for prayer including silence and stillness.
· We share feelings and experiences that foster hope and joy, reassurance and encouragement.
· We encourage children to develop relationships based on the Christian values of love, forgiveness and service to others.
· We enable children to make the links between biblical values the life of the school and the wider community.

Spirituality- Across the Curriculum including Collective Worship
We seek to provide opportunities for spiritual development across a holistic curriculum in the following ways: 
Religious Education & Collective Worship:

· Time for reflection, empathy, exploration of value and belief systems
· Exploration of community. 
· In collective worship children are given the opportunity to be active worship leaders e.g. writing prayers, selecting hymns and music.
· Exploring an inner way of making sense of their own experiences and the world around them

· Reflection time 

· A supportive relationship with our local church 

· Exploration of other faiths through the use of Understanding Chirsitanity as well as other major world reliigions and beliefs 

· Opportunities for meditation and silence

· Prayer/Refelction spaces 

· Whole school community prayer tree
Communication, Language and Literacy:

· Self expression, exploration and communication of their own beliefs, values and experiences. 

· Use of drama

· Use of words to express thoughts

· Sysmbolic forms of expression

· Developing social skills through circle times

· Careful selection of individual and class reading books so as to encourage discussion of issues. 
· Modelling social skills and conversations

· Small world play

· Using technology to communicate e.g. apps such as see saw and chatterpix

Maths
· Exploring ideas of space, time and size
· Exploiring symbols including those used to represent numbers or the unknown. 

· Seeking pattern and order

· Statistics linked to people, life etc such as groups of Christian communities around the world 

· Developing a concept and understanding of infinity 

· Spatial awareness 

Science, History and Geography  

· Questions about creation and the role of humankind. “Why is the world like this?”

· Ethical questions which are an integral part of the modern scientific world 
· The study of natural forces is a tool for awe and wonder 
· Enquiry of the natural world as a stimulus to creativity

· An awareness of order and pattern in the world 
· Seeking for human distinctiveness 

· Where humans fit in to the cosmos 

· Exploring scientific views in relation to a sense of spirituality 
· Reflecting on the questions that science cannot answer 
· Responsibility for the planet and environment – closely linked to the sustainable Development Goals 

· Developing a sense of belonging in the community and wider world 

· History and geography give the opportunity to empathise with others of different times and cultures
· Possibility of raising moral questions e.g. child labour in the Victorian period
· History can provide “heroes” and “villains” to study or cautionary tales
Creative Arts 

· Exploring sensory, physical, amotional and spiritual expression
· Responding to a wider range of stimuli

· Bringing together emotions and feelings through music 
· Awakenening and awarenes sof their inner selves 
· Expression of hopes, feelins, spirit and joy through a range of mediums 

· Developing a sense of wonder through art, music and dance 

Physical Education 

· Help children to explore their own capabilities, develop positive attitudes towards others and experience co-operation and teamwork

· Opportunity to deal with both success and failure

· Awareness of the relationship between emotional, physical and spiritual  
· Making connections between the physical and spiritual

· Exploring teamwork, togetherness, cooperation and support
· Exploiring issues of fairness and honesty 

Technology & Computing 
· Application of creativity, imagining, thinking, making, applying, developing. 

The Indicators of Effective Spiritual Development: 

In addition to our curriculum, we encourage the enquiry of the natural world and search for our uniqe distintivemness in being human. We work together to gain a sense of place in the universe and to make sense of chaos, order and mystery. We encourage reflection on the kinds of questions that science can not answer and promote a strong sense of belonging through our Christian faith. 

Community work will promote a concern for the common good, other people and the environment. Timetabled opportunities for stillness and reflection are provided. There is a quiet time in the day when everyone has time to read or think. Our children are involved in decision making and taking responsibility so that they can see they are of value in the community. The School Council is an important way of ensuring that all children potentially have a voice in whole school issues.
We strive to be the best we can be and use our spiritual journey and development to show courage and persistence in defence of our aims, values, principles and beliefs. 

We allow an appreciation of the intangible to flourish– for example, beauty, truth, love, goodness, order – as well as for mystery, paradox and ambiguity. 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the RE Policy, SMSC Policy, PSHCE Policy, Collective Worship Policy, Behaviour Policy and the Equal Opportunities Policy.
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